
 
 
 
 
December 6, 2021 
 
Dear Our Lady of Loretto Parishioners, my wish for all you is a powerful Advent that helps prepare you for 
Jesus’ three comings—as a baby, in our hearts and as our Merciful Judge. Per usual, in this ongoing COVID 
situation, it has been an eventful year in unexpected ways: 
 
Opening of the Church Building for Mass. Perhaps the most important date personally was February 5th of 
this year. That is when the Supreme Court allowed churches in California to have worship inside their 
buildings. As powerful and unusual as it was to have Masses outside on the school field and the Guadalupe 
Plaza (I will never forget celebrating in 34-degree weather and my fingers frozen as I lifted the chalice!) on 
Monday, February 8th we could start worshipping inside and have been doing so ever since. I especially want 
to thank the heroic efforts of our Hospitality Ministers that allowed us to follow the restrictions of check-in and 
crowd limitations so we could have Mass both outside and inside. But since February 8th it has been awesome 
to worship inside our beautiful church. 
 
The Virgin Mary and Our Lady of Loretto Parish. It was my wish to re-consecrate the parish to the Virgin 
Mary so we can have her powerful intercessory blessings. However, the Archdiocese informed me that since 
the parish was consecrated in 1937 by Archbishop Mitty it cannot be consecrated again. But as I am a priest 
dedicated to and blessed immensely by the Virgin Mary I wanted to do something powerful to honor her. It 
was suggested putting the Marian statue that use to be on the parish front roof, in the garden alongside the 
handicap ramp. Through the landscaping company of Leonel Flores an elegant pedestal was built and a crane 
rented to lift the 1000 pound (!) statue and she is now in that place. That beautiful statue, tall and majestic, 
allows us to pray for the Virgin Mary’s intercession for our parish to do God’s Will. Please take the time to 
visit her. 
 
Blessings of this past year.  

 The amazing 16 months (July 2020-Oct 2021) Brother Agapetos the priest-monk spent at OLL gifting 
us with his deep spiritual presence, kindness and love of God through the Bible. 

 The continued financial stability of OLL through your generosity as we meet our budget each month. 
 The 2 stain glass windows of St. Therese of Lisieux and St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta that were 

installed in June to honor Father Brian Costello. And the donations received for 2 more stain glass 
windows of the Holy Family and St. Angela Merici that will be installed on Holy Week of next year. 

 The continued operation of the school during COVID and significant increased enrollment. 
 The institution of the Parish Vision with its centrality on sanctity through prayer, service and 

evangelization. 
 The slow steady increase in weekend Mass attendance as people feel safer coming to the church. 

 
2021 Christmas Schedule. Attached you will find the OLL Mary Week (12/8-12/12) and Christmas schedule. 
May Jesus Christ Our Savior bless you all of this Christmas season. 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Tony Vallecillo 


